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SMP Conflict of Interest Policy (Clinicians) 

I. PURPOSE 
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that affiliate clinicians promptly disclose situations that may 
present a Conflict of Interest ("COI") or Perceived Conflict of Interest to Stanford Medicine Partners 
("SMP"). 

A. Act with transparency; 

B. Report actual or perceived conflicts of interests annually; provide prompt updates when there 
is a significant change in status within 10 business days; respond to requests for clarification 
or additional information as appropriate to support completion of disclosures; 

C. Observe high standards of business and personal ethics in the conduct of their duties and 
responsibilities; and 

D. Avoid the appearance of impropriety related to any actual or perceived Conflict of Interest. 

II. POLICY 
It is the policy of SMP to maintain the public trust and to protect the interests of the public and SMP. 
SMP requires affiliate clinicians to fully disclose any instances where actual or perceived conflicts-of-
interest may exist between their obligations to SMP and personal interest or external relationships. 
Affiliate clinicians have an obligation to become familiar with, and to follow the provisions of, this policy. 
All affiliate clinicians leadership have an obligation to counsel their clinicians regarding conflicts of 
interest and commitment. Whenever it is unclear whether a situation poses either an actual or perceived 
conflict-of-interest, an affiliate clinicians should contact the SMP Compliance Department. 

Actual or perceived conflicts-of-interest may compromise the trust and ability of SMP to provide patient 
care, transact business, and conduct research. Generally, conflicts-of-interest may pose a risk to both the 
operations and the reputation of SMP and "Stanford Health Care ("SHC") Affiliates." Our patients rely on 

SMP Conflict of Interest Policy (Clinicians). Retrieved 03/2025. Official copy at
http://stanfordmedicinepartners.policystat.com/policy/12916707/. Copyright © 2025 Stanford Medicine Partners

Page 1 of 7



COPY

SMP to make decisions that are not biased by personal or financial interests. 

III. DEFINITIONS 
A. Affiliate Clinician: Physicians and Advanced Practice Clinician ("APC") who provide 

professional medical services at a SMP clinic, on behalf of a medical group contracted with 
SMP. 

B. Compensation: Any cash, cash equivalents, or property provided in exchange for services 
rendered including, but not limited to, wages, gift cards, stock, ownership interest, board fees, 
and favors. The designation as a "stipend" or "honorarium" does not change the nature of the 
payment if it is in exchange for services rendered. 

C. Conflict of Interest: Where there is a divergence between an individual's personal or financial 
interests and their obligations to SMP and "SHC Affiliates." 

1. Direct Conflict of Interest: When an affiliate clinician has a personal or financial 
interest in any matter involving SMP or has a financial or agency relationship (i.e., is 
a director, officer, manager, partner, associate, trustee, or has a similar agency 
relationship) with an entity involved in a transaction or other business with SMP and 
its SHC Affiliates. For example, a Direct Conflict of Interest exists when an affiliate 
clinician: 

a. Has a significant ownership interest (more than 5% of a publicly held 
organization) or a management position in other organizations or entities 
which may transact business or compete with SMP and/or its SHC 
Affiliates. 

b. Owns stock or another type of equity interest in a corporate entity engaged 
in transactions with SMP and/or its SHC Affiliates. 

c. Is a creditor of an individual or entity that is engaging or is reasonably 
expected to engage in transactions with SMP and/or any of its SHC 
Affiliates. 

2. Indirect Conflict: When someone related to an affiliate clinician by business 
affiliation, or an "Immediate Family Member" of the affiliate clinician has dealings 
with SMP. For example, an Indirect Conflict of Interest exists when someone related 
to a affiliate clinician by business affiliation or an "Immediate Family Member" of the 
affiliate clinician has any of the following: 

a. An ownership or investment interest in any entity with which SMP has a 
transaction or arrangement. 

b. A compensation arrangement with SMP or with any entity or individual 
with which SMP has a transaction or arrangement; or 

c. A potential ownership or investment interest in, or compensation 
arrangement with, any entity or individual with which SMP is negotiating a 
transaction or arrangement. 

D. Immediate Family Member: Spouse or domestic partner, parents, parents-in-law, brothers and 
sisters (whether whole or half-blood), children (whether natural or adopted), grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, and spouses of brothers, sisters, children, grandchildren, and great-
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grandchildren, cousins, aunts, and uncles. 

E. Industry: Any for-profit entity, including, but not limited to, pharmaceutical, medical device, 
research equipment, technology, and data service provider. Industry may also include a not-for-
profit organization, on a case-by-case basis as determined by the SMP Compliance 
Department or the Stanford School of Medicine Dean's Office. 

F. Self-Dealing Transaction: The disclosure or exploitation of proprietary information pertaining 
to SMP or any SHC Affiliate's business for personal profit or advantage of any affiliate 
clinicians or immediate family member and use of SMP's resources (e.g., staff, lease space, or 
equipment) for personal gain by affiliate clinicians or family member is strictly prohibited (e.g., 
kickback to family's business such as a restaurant or event space when Industry sponsors an 
event). 

G. SHC Affiliates: Stanford Health Care and any entity that, directly or indirectly, controls or is 
controlled by, or is under common control with Stanford Health Care. 

IV. PROCEDURE 
A. Industry: Disclosures of any financial relationships between affiliate clinicians and Industry 

must be reported annually and promptly when there is a significant change in status within 10 
business day 

1. Affiliate clinicians must report financial support of non-CME speaking engagements, 
consulting, and royalties of $25,000 or more per annum from Industry. 

B. Completion of Disclosure Statement: 

1. Affiliate clinicians are required to complete and sign a disclosure annually and each 
calendar year thereafter, certifying that they: 

a. Received a copy of this Policy, 

b. Read and understood this Policy, and 

c. Agreed to comply with this Policy and disclose actual or perceived conflict 
of interest on an annual basis or when there is a significant change in 
status within 10 business days. 

C. Affiliate clinicians must comply with the Stanford Medicine Industry Interaction Policy for 
Education and Clinical Care: For example: 

1. Avoiding bias in provision of clinical care: Affiliate clinicians must consciously and 
actively separate clinical care decisions from any perceived or actual benefits 
expected from Industry. It is unacceptable for patient care decisions to be biased or 
influenced by the possibility of personal or institutional financial gain. 

2. Affiliate clinicians attending or presenting at Industry sponsored/funded 
conferences: It is important for SMP and its SHC Affiliates that there is no perceived 
or actual conflict of interest for any affiliate clinicians to participate or speak at an 
Industry sponsored or funded conference. This is especially true if the affiliate 
clinician were to take a leadership role at the conference (e.g., be a speaker or 
organize the meeting). The following limits the likelihood of any conflict of interest 
and will act as guidelines when a affiliate clinician considers whether to participate 
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in Industry sponsored events or conferences: 

a. Disclosure: Attendance is permitted, but affiliate clinicians should be 
mindful of the impact of financial support by Industry on a given event. 

b. Gifts: Affiliate clinicians may not receive gifts from Industry for attending 
an event. 

c. Presentation content: The affiliate clinician, not the Industry sponsor, 
determines and prepares the lecture content. The affiliate clinician is 
expected to provide a fair and balanced assessment of therapeutic 
options and to promote objective scientific and educational activities and 
discourse. Industry sponsors may not make their support contingent upon 
the Affiliate Provider's acceptance of Industry advice regarding 
presentation content. 

d. Use of Stanford Name: The use of the Stanford name, regardless of 
location, is limited to the identification of the affiliate clinician by their title 
and affiliation. 

e. Conflict of Interest Disclosure: When the affiliate clinician has a financial 
interest that poses a content-relevant conflict of interest, this should be 
disclosed to the audience both during the talk and on a slide at the 
beginning of the presentation. 

f. Prohibited Events: Affiliate clinicians may not participate in: 

i. Industry-sponsored speaking engagements, such as speakers' 
bureaus or drug dinners, where there is a contractual 
relationship to give talks in which the content is overseen, 
provided, or approved by the Industry sponsor. 

ii. Dedicated marketing and training programs, for the purpose of 
educating and training an Industry sponsor's personnel or sales 
force, where the content is overseen, provided, or approved by 
the Industry sponsor. 

3. Consulting for Industry (outside scope of SMP contractual agreement): 

a. Use of Stanford name: The use of the Stanford name, regardless of 
location, is limited to the identification of the affiliate clinician by their title 
and affiliation. 

b. Presentation disclosure: When a presenter is speaking as part of 
consulting activities, they must communicate to the audience that the 
content reflects their individual views and not the views of SMP. 

c. Publication disclosure: If an affiliate clinician is listed as an author on any 
publication resulting from performance of their consulting services, the 
following disclosure must be made in the publication: "[NAME]'s 
contribution to this publication was as a paid consultant to [COMPANY 
NAME]. [NAME] is not providing this material as part of their Affiliate 
Provider(s) duties or responsibilities." 

d. Market research: Affiliate clinicians should not engage in Industry-
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sponsored market research as part of their contractual responsibilities 
with SMP. If the research is performed on a affiliate clinician's own time, 
then it is allowed provided they report the activity and compensation to 
document the fair market value. Affiliate Provider(s) should be aware that 
this compensation may be disclosed on the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services ("CMS") for Open Payments website as an indirect 
payment from Industry. 

e. Reporting: Disclosures of actual or perceived conflict of interest to SMP by 
affiliate clinicians do not substitute for any separate obligations by affiliate 
clinicians to adhere to their employment agreements with their Medical 
Groups (e.g., outside activities reporting and prior authorization). 

4. Involvement in decisions on Industry product/service procurement and Industry 
collaborations: 

a. Financial interest disclosure: Any affiliate clinician having a direct role in 
making SMP or SHC Affiliate institutional decisions on (i) the procurement 
of equipment, services, technology, or drugs from Industry, or (ii) the 
status of Industry collaborations, must disclose to the decision-making 
unit or committee, prior to making any such decision, any financial interest 
they, or their Immediate Family Member, have with the recommended 
companies that might substantially benefit from the decision. The 
decision-making unit or committee, following the applicable guidelines, 
will decide whether the individual must recuse him/herself from any 
relevant decisions. 

5. Conflict of Interest Review: 

a. A disclosure that appears to be a conflict will be resolved by a mutually 
agreeable plan with SMP's Executive Director of Compliance and 
President(s) of Medical Group to rectify the conflict. 

b. If further inquiry is necessary, Stanford Health Care's Office of General 
Counsel will be consulted. 

6. Reporting Possible Violations by Others: 

a. Affiliate clinicians should report possible violations of this policy by others 
to their President(s) Medical Group and SMP Compliance Department or 
anonymously to the SMP Compliance Hotline at (855) 454-9246. These 
reports will be treated confidentially. 

7. Retention of forms: Disclosure statements and related documents are filed and 
retained for at least seven (7) years by the SMP Compliance Department. 

8. Gifts from Industry: Affiliate clinicians may not accept any form of personal gift from 
Industry under any circumstance, including and not limited to, for listening to a sales 
talk, prescribing medication, or attending an event. Personal gifts, other than de 
minimis items of little or no value, are prohibited. These gifts include, but are not 
limited to, industry swag, meals, and travel costs. 

9. Meals: Meals present unique challenges and opportunities for influence by Industry. 
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Affiliate clinicians should refer to the following guidelines when either receiving or 
providing any food and/or beverage paid for with Industry funding: 

10. 

When 
you are 
receiving 
a meal 

Meals provided as a personal gift, 
including gift cards 

Not allowed 

 Meals provided by Industry at a 
promotional Event 

Not allowed 

 Meals provided at a non-promotional 
Event receiving funding from Industry 
in which no registration fee is paid, or 
the meal value exceeds the 
registration fee 

Allowed but discouraged 
(may be disclosed by the 
Funder under the Sunshine 
Act) 

 Meals provided at an Event receiving 
funding from Industry in which the 
registration fee exceeds the meal 
value 

Allowed 

 Meals provided at CME Events 
receiving funding from Industry 

Allowed 

 Meals provided and funded by 
Stanford Medicine Partners or 
Stanford Health Care Affiliates 

Allowed 

V. COMPLIANCE 
A. All workforce members including employees, contracted staff, students, volunteers, 

credentialed medical staff, and individuals representing or engaging in the practice at SMP are 
responsible for ensuring that individuals comply with this policy. 

B. Violations of this policy will be reported to the Department Manager and any other appropriate 
Department as determined by the Department Manager or in accordance with SMP policy. 
Violations will be investigated to determine the nature, extent, and potential risk to SMP. 
Incidents involving clinicians employed by the medical groups will be reported to the medical 
groups. Workforce members who violate this policy will be subject to the appropriate 
disciplinary action up to and including termination. 

VI. RELATED DOCUMENTS 
A. Gifts/Non-Monetary Compensation (Physicians) 

B. Interactions Between SMP and Pharmaceutical, Biotech, Medical Device and Equipment and 
Supply Industries (Industry) 

C. Stanford Medicine Industry Interactions Policy for Education and Clinical Care 
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